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Advice from our year 13 students to year 11 students  
intending to study A levels anywhere! 

 
Don’t be scared by how difficult it seems at the start, it gets easier! 
 
A levels are a large jump from GCSE but is well worth studying as they are 
extremely useful. They can also be fun! 
 
Check the details of your chosen university course if you already know what you 
want to do. If it doesn’t specify subjects then choose the subjects you like the most. 
 
Don’t be afraid of taking subjects you have never studied before. 
 
Try doing work as soon as you get it; it can soon pile up otherwise. 
 
Don’t treat year 12 as an easy ride. Even if you found GCSEs easy, it’s not a good 
idea to sit around at AS! Not doing resits in year 13 is a godsend. 
 
Be open to all people because you don’t know who will turn out to be a good friend 
by the end of year 12. 
 
Practise every exam question you can find. Use material from the textbooks as the 
revision guides for AS are not that good. 
 
Choose what you enjoy and not what you’re good at or what you’re expected to do. 
 
Use your free periods! 
 
Make subject notes as lessons occur. Don’t leave it until the last minute; it really 
doesn’t work! 
 
Re-sits are not as great as they seem! 
 
Be prepared to work. Listen from the start of term. Always keep up to date with work. 
It’s all obvious but true. 
 
Read what the course involves before you sign up to it. 
 
Make sure you’re willing to revisit your notes. 
 
Don’t think you won’t have to work hard because you will. 
 
Think really carefully about where you want these subjects to take you (careers). 
 
Don’t be put off by the massive workload. Although there is a lot of work, it is really 
rewarding to see how much you have improved. A levels are not an easy ride and 
you have to be prepared to work hard. 
 
Watch out! You have to rely on yourself a lot more than when you’re doing your 
GCSEs. 
 
Get a homework diary and be very, very organised. Also sleep a lot.  
 



Be prepared for the jump between AS and A level. 
 
ALL the subjects are a lot more intense than they were at GCSE. 
 
Don’t stress too much. It doesn’t help. 
 
You need to have the motivation to get the work done and to keep on top of it! 
 
Remember, even though you can retake AS levels, do your best first time. Retakes 
are added stress and work. 
 
Year 12 is pretty easy in comparison to year 13 so do as much work as you can in 
year 12. 
 
Try to take a fairly broad range of subjects in case you change your mind about your 
future, don’t limit yourself too early. 
 
Take what you enjoy because if you don’t enjoy it now it will only get harder. 
 
Time management is key. I knew A levels would be demanding, however it requires 
so much more than you think! Don’t feel afraid to ask for advice no matter what. 
 
Keep going! I nearly gave up but I asked for help from my head of year and she 
helped me organise my life better – I am so glad I didn’t give up. 
 
Don’t leave all your work until the night before. It simply is not successful. 
 
Carry on with it even though it might be difficult/not what you expected. It will serve 
you well! 
 
Make sure you take subjects you really enjoy and you may surprise yourself by 
enjoying yourself! You really do need to be prepared to put in the work though. 
 
It’s hard work, you just need to be dedicated. 
 
You have to actually put the work in but don’t do so much work that you have no fun! 
 
Keep up with work, it’s quite a big step up from GCSE. 
 
Get motivated during stressful times – don’t give up. 
 
Pick subjects you enjoy and not what your friends are doing. 
You actually have to work to get good grades. The easy times are over. 
 
A levels are a step up from GCSE and require you to do work outside of lessons. 
Most people hit a tough period where everything seems to be happening at once, but 
once you get through it, things definitely seem easier. Keep going! 
 
Do it!! There are so many subjects to choose from that you’re bound to find some 
that you love. No matter where you end up, it’s the work you put in that counts. 
 
 

GOOD LUCK & BEST WISHES FOR YOUR FUTURE!!! 


