Understanding GCE Exam marks

GCE specifications mainly divided into 4 units with a maximum total mark of 400 for an A2 and 2 units with a maximum total mark of 200.  Except Music, Maths, Chemistry, Biology and Physics which are divided into 6 units with a maximum total mark of 600. 

However, units may not have equal weighting, i.e. not all units are marked out of 100.  To work out your grade in a unit from the mark awarded, please check to see the max mark achievable in the exam/coursework (as overleaf) and compare it with the grade boundaries shown below.

Grade Boundaries for Qualifications:

	Grade
	All Other Subjects
	Music, Maths, Chemistry, 
Biology and Physics

	
	4 unit subjects
	6 unit subjects

	
	AS
	A2
	AS
	A2

	Max
	200
	400
	300
	600

	A*
	Not available at AS, need A overall and 90% average in A2 papers

	A
	160
	320
	240
	480

	B
	140
	280
	210
	420

	C
	120
	240
	180
	360

	D
	100
	200
	150
	300

	E
	80
	160
	120
	240


A* in A2 Maths 
–
‘A’ overall and 90% of the maximum uniform mark on the aggregate of C3 and C4

A* in A2 Further Maths 
– 
‘A’ overall and 90% of the maximum uniform mark on the aggregate of the best 3 A2 units
Grade boundaries for unit exams: 

	
	Grade boundaries

	Max mark
	60
	80
	90
	100
	120
	140
	150

	A
	48
	64
	72
	80
	96
	112
	120

	B
	42
	56
	63
	70
	84
	98
	105

	C
	36
	48
	54
	60
	72
	84
	90

	D
	30
	40
	45
	50
	60
	70
	75

	E
	24
	32
	36
	40
	48
	56
	60


RHS - AS Units and their Maximum UMS

	Subject
	Board
	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3

	Art
	Edexcel
	6AD01 – 120
	6AD02 – 80
	

	Biology
	AQA
	BIOL1 – 100
	BIOL2 – 140
	BIO3T – 60

	Chemistry
	OCR
	F321 – 90
	F323 – 150
	F323 – 60

	Citizenship
	AQA
	CIST1 – 80
	CIST2 – 120
	

	Classical Civilisation
	OCR
	F382 – 100
	F384 – 100
	

	Computing
	OCR
	F451 – 100
	F452 – 100
	

	Critical Thinking
	OCR
	F501 – 100
	F502 – 100
	

	Drama
	AQA
	DRAM1 – 120
	DRAM2 – 80
	

	English Literature
	AQA
	LTAC1 – 120
	LITA2 – 80
	

	English Language
	AQA
	ENGB1 – 120
	ENGB2 – 80
	

	French
	AQA
	FREN1 – 140
	FRE2T – 60
	

	General Studies
	Edexcel
	6GS01 – 100
	6GS02 – 100
	

	Geography
	OCR
	F761 – 100
	F762 – 100
	

	German
	AQA
	GERM1 – 140
	GER2T – 60
	

	Government & Politics
	AQA
	GOVP1 – 100
	GOVP2 – 100
	

	History
	OCR
	F962 – 100
	F963 – 100
	

	Home Economics
	OCR
	G001 – 100
	G002 – 100
	

	ICT
	OCR
	G061 – 120
	G062 – 80
	

	Latin
	OCR
	F361 – 100
	F362 – 100
	

	Maths & Further Maths
	Edexcel
	All units - 100

	Music
	Edexcel
	MUSC1 – 90
	MUSC2 – 90
	MUSC3 – 120

	Physical Education
	OCR
	G451 – 120
	G452 – 80
	

	Physics
	Edexcel
	6PH01 – 120
	6PH02 – 120
	6PH03 – 60

	Psychology
	Edexcel
	6PS01 – 80
	6PS02 – 120
	

	Religious Studies
	OCR
	G571 – 100
	G572 – 100
	

	Sociology
	AQA
	SCLY1 – 80
	SCLY2 – 120
	

	Spanish
	AQA
	SPAN1 – 140
	SPA2T – 60
	


RHS - A2 Units and their Maximum UMS

	Subject
	Board
	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3

	Art
	Edexcel
	6AD03 – 120
	6AD04 – 80
	

	Biology
	AQA
	BIOL4 – 100
	BIOL5 – 140
	BIO6T - 60

	Chemistry
	OCR
	F324 – 90
	F325 – 150
	F326 - 60

	Citizenship
	AQA
	CIST3 – 100
	CIST4 – 100
	

	Classical Civilisation
	OCR
	F389 – 100
	F390 – 100
	

	Computing
	OCR
	F453 – 120
	F454 – 80
	

	Critical Thinking
	OCR
	F503 – 100
	F504 – 100
	

	Drama
	AQA
	DRAM3 – 120
	DRAM4 – 80
	

	English Literature
	AQA
	LITA3 – 120
	LITA4 – 80
	

	English Language
	AQA
	ENGB3 – 120
	ENGB4 – 80
	

	French
	AQA
	FREN3 – 140
	FRE4T – 60
	

	General Studies
	Edexcel
	6GS03 – 100
	6GS04 – 100
	

	Geography
	OCR
	F763 – 120
	F764 – 80
	

	German
	AQA
	GERM3 – 140
	GER4T – 60
	

	Government & Politics
	AQA
	GOV3B – 100
	GOV4A – 100
	

	History
	OCR
	F965 – 80
	F966A – 120
	

	Home Economics
	OCR
	G003 – 100
	G004 – 100
	

	ICT
	OCR
	G063 – 120
	G064 – 80
	

	Latin
	OCR
	F363 – 100
	F364 – 100
	

	Maths & Further Maths
	Edexcel
	All units – 100

	Music
	Edexcel
	MUSC4 – 90
	MUSC5 – 90
	MUSC6 - 120

	Physical Education
	OCR
	G453 – 120
	G454 – 80
	

	Physics
	Edexcel
	6PH04 – 120
	6PH05 – 120
	6PH06 - 60

	Psychology
	Edexcel
	6PS03 – 80
	6PS04 – 120
	

	Religious Studies
	OCR
	G581 – 100
	G582 – 100
	

	Sociology
	AQA
	SCLY3 – 80
	SCLY4 – 120
	

	Spanish
	AQA
	SPAN2 – 140
	SPA4T – 60
	


